
 

 

 

 
 

Friday 15th May 2020 

Dear  Mums, Dads and Carers, 

Phased School Re-Opening – June 2020  

We hope that you and your families are staying safe and well during the lockdown and that you 
are beginning to look ahead as life changes to allow more normal activities to resume. On Sunday 
10/05/20 the Prime Minister announced a number of changes which affect us as a school 
community. We have been considering the guidance very carefully and planning for how children 
and staff can return to school. Our view is that this must be done safely and slowly.  

Our understanding is that a number of conditions must be met before we re-open, the 5 key 
tests must be passed before the return to school is confirmed.  However, we have to look ahead 
and plan carefully so that we reduce the risk of transmission as much as possible. There is still a 
degree of uncertainty about exactly when children will return but we have drafted a proposed 
return as outlined below.  

When school is opened, we want to reassure you that attendance will not be enforced. It is for 
families to decide when the time is right for your children to return to school. Staff will be 
calling Y6 and Y1 families this week to ask what your choice will be.  

In light of this we are planning for the following:  

Week 1                                                   (Date to be confirmed but expected to be Monday 01/06/20)  

 We will open to Year 6 children but for the mornings only.    (8.55 – 1.30) 

 We will have a phased return for Y1 children over the course of the week but for 
mornings only.         (8.55 – 1.30) 

 We will contact Reception and Nursery children’s families over the course of the week to 
find out when you would like your child to attend from Week 2 
 

Week 2                                                 (Date to be confirmed but expected to be Monday 08/06/20) 

 Y1/Y6 mornings only.        (8.55 – 1.30 ) 

 Nursery/Reception children timetabled sessions as arranged in Week 1 
 
Week 3                                                  (Date to be confirmed but expected to be Monday 15/06/20)  

 We will review how well arrangements are working and either continue or adjust.  
 
Overleaf is a summary of some of the steps we will take to bring children into school and to 
manage them according to the DFE guidelines. These arrangements will be reviewed and 
adapted regularly as Government guidance evolves.   
 



 

 

 

 
 

 There will be no more than 10 children in each class “group” and each “group” will have 
their own base. (Early Years will be limited to 8 children.) 

 Each classroom base will be organised so that children can move freely around to 
minimise contact.  

 Playtimes and lunchtimes will be timetabled to minimise contact between groups and 
adults.  

 Areas of the playground will be zoned to minimise contact between groups.  

 Resources for learning and hygiene will be stored in classrooms to minimise travel around 
the school.  

 Classrooms will be open from 8.45am so that children can come straight into the building 
as they arrive at school. Parents must not come into the building.  

 Y6 children must be left at the school gates on Buxton Street. Parents must not come into 
the playground unless also bringing EY/Y1 children to school.  

 Parents will collect children from classrooms at 1.30 as usual (Y6 children can go home 
unaccompanied as previously agreed.) 

 We will work with children to help them understand how to maintain distance. This will 
be a challenge for younger children but is not impossible.  

 We will add temporary markings around the site to remind children to remain at a safe 
distance.  

 Children and adults will have access to facilities for regular handwashing and sanitising of 
resources.  

 PPE is not advised for adults and children in school but everyone is allowed to use 
whatever they wish to keep themselves safe.  

 Families can choose to delay the return but must inform school as soon as possible. You 
will have to await confirmation of a start date so that group sizes can be managed.  

 Families with siblings in year groups other than the priority year groups will not be able to 
bring all children to school unless one of the parents are Key Workers. 

 Parents and carers are asked not to come to the school office unless the matter cannot 
be dealt with by email or telephone message.  

 
The arrangements above are our initial plans. These will change as the guidance changes. Should 
the school open to Years 2/3/4/5 we will have to revise our plans again. Our priority is to make 
these first steps and begin the journey back into school for our staff and families.  
 
A more detailed risk assessment and plan is being formulated so that all staff are clear about the 
guidelines for working safely. We will do our best to make sure that children understand the new 
rules and are able to stick to them.  

Thank you again for your continuing support and understanding. We can do this!  

 
Kind regards 

 
Lorraine Flanagan 
Headteacher  


